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EDITORIAL

Here is the "PRAGA 78" Edition of "Czechout". All the articles have some
connection with Praga and a number of our members have sent snippets of their
impressions,

Alec Page has written a formal report and we are grateful to him for making it
available to us. Lindy James, who was stayiug with a Czech family has written
an informal report from the visitors point of view. Unfortunately the remaining
reports are extracts oaly through lack of space and to avoid too much repetition.
My grateful thanks to all who responded to my request to put pen to paper.(¥YK)

I counted 14 members of our Society as attending the exhibition but alas, I did
not meet them all., I hope that the reports will encourage more members to attend
the next International in Czechoslovakia which should be in 1988,

I would like to thank Kay Goodman, our Chairman, on behalf of the members for the
efficient way in which she organised the trip, and both she and her husband Ted,
made us feel 'at home' on foreign soil. Kay was unceasing in her efforts to
obtain catalogues for us and to make sure everyone from this Society, where ever
they were stayiug, knew of the special meetings which were arranged. This
coatributed greatly to the enjoyment of our stay.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society took place on Saturday 21 October 1978,
The Chairman welcomed Messrs. M.Mirtl and P.E.Rooke to their first meeting.

The following were re-elected for the year 1978/79

PRESIDENT: George Pearson FRPSL

CHAIRMAN: Kay Goodman FRPSL

VICE CHAIRMAN: Cyril Wackett

JOINT HON SECRETARIES & TREASURERS: Robert Kingsley & Ernst Gorge
HON PACKET SECRETARY: Pat Oliver

PRO: Yvonne King FRPSL

JOINT EDITORS: Colin Spong FRPSL and Yvonne King FRPSL

COMMITTEE: Reg Hounsell, Lindy James and Brian Parker

The AGM was followed by a brisk auction when our Chairman disposed of over 100 lots
in an hour. It was a most successful auction and nearly all the lots were sold.
Again our thanks to Ernst for the preparatory work, to Kay and John Whiteside for
running the auctioan and to Robert for all the paper work iunvolved in the admin'
“after the event,

Mr W.F;Parker has given a display of Czechoslovakia to his local society, the
Eastbourne & South Downs PS,

An invitation has been received from Twickenham PS for a team visit on 21 February
and the proposed representatives are Mrs L.James and Messrs E.Gorge, H.Vogel and
C.Wackett.

Membership: The following were elected to membership on 21 October 1978 -
Mr.N.G.Lake, 66 Manor Park Road, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 0JZ

Mrs Jane Sterba, President of the Society of Czechoslovakia Philately in America,
6624 Windsor Avenue, Berwyn, Illinois 60402, USA.

Dr John M.Buckner, 2560 N.W 13th Street,Gainesville, Florida 32601, USA,

Change of Address: Mr B.T.Penzer to 7 Birchcroft Road, Sutton Coldfield, West
Midlands, B75 6BP, :

We regret having to notify you of the passing of Mr.F.Eckstein and the resignation
of Mr R.Richardson due to ill health and disposal of his collection.
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Mr.W.A.Dawson has given a display of Czechoslovakia to the Rayleigh PS,

London 1980: It is proposed to hold a meeting of the Czechoslovak Philatelic
Society of GB during the exhibition and to invite the Czechoslovak affiliated
Societies of America and Germany,

Subscriptions: A reminder that the annual subscription is now £2.50 and was due
on 1st October.

Speclal CZECH Issue of "Stamp Collectlng."

Five articles have bteen sent to the Editor and a publication date is awaited. The
contributors are as follows:

Revolutionary Overprints on Austrian Stamps - Ernst Gorge

The Development of Multi-Coloured Cancellations -~ William Dawson

Aviation in Czechoslovak Philately - Heinz Vogel -
Czechoslovakia, a provhesy unfulfilled? - Geoff McAuley

Czechoslovak Fleld Post Offices World War II - Commemorative Postmarks used in
England - D.R. Gwynn

Colin Svong - 70 Westlake Gardens, Rusper Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN13 1LF
Yvonne King - 5 Alfriston Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN14 7QU

Co-Editors

PRAGA 78
by W. A, PAGE FRPSL (member Association Internationale Journaliste Philatelique.)

"PRAGA 78" - World Postage Stamp Exhibition took place in Prague, Czechoslovakia -
from 8th to 17th September 1978. The exhibition, which marked the 60th anniversary
of the founding of Czechoslovakia and the issue of its first stamps was housed in
the Congress Hall and Brussels Pavilion of the Julius Fu¥ik Park of Recreation and
Culture, with subsidary exhibitions at the Riding School of Prague Castle and in
the U. Hyberflu Palace in Republican Square.

On the afternoon of Friday 8th September, Dr Gustav Hus&k, the Czechoslovakian
President officially opened the exhibition with its theme of "Postage Stamps and
Philately - A World of Knowledge and Peace,"

Shortly after the opening a special helicopter flight took place from Pardubice bo
the Julius Fu¥ik Park. On board were letters in specially prepared airmail envelopes

Many other such events took nlace during the ten days period of the exhibition, each
day being devoted to a special theme, under the patronage of the appropriate
National Organisation. These included a parachute landing at the Congress Hall.

Young Philatelists Day on Saturday 9th September was for example sponsored by the
Socialist Youth Federation ard included an International symposium of 'Philately
for Handicavpped Youth. "

Other days were devoted to such aspects of collecting, as Thematics, Aerophilately,
Postal History and United Nations, each supported by appropriate symposium, most
of which were held in Prague's most modern hotel, the Inter-contental.

United Nations Day was also the cccasion for a number of balloon flights, each
earrying special souvenir mails. The final day of the exhibition sponsored by the
Czechoslovak National Front Central Committee had for its theme " Peace, Friendship..
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and Co-operation."

During Saturday 9th September, a number of Artists and Engravers of Czech stamps
were at the exhibition to sign, miniature sheets, postcards and other like
souvenirs of the Exhibition.

The British exhibitors were entertained on Monday 11th September at a reception
given by the British Ambassador at his residence at the Embassy in the lovely
surroundings just below the Prague Castle,

Six series of pre-exhibition stamps have been issued and more were issued during
the exhibition period, with miniature sheets, postal stationery, and special
cancellations and cachets, all too numerous to list in detail. So popular is
collecting in Czechoslovakia that those attending the exhibition, not only
queued for several hours to gain admission but in many cases even longer to get
their special philatelic souvenirs,

Visitors to Prague could not fail to be aware of the exhibition which was
exceedingly well publicised with large posters in prominent places all over the
city. The majority of the shops, both large and small devoted part of their
window displays to a 'Praga 78' theme, some being quite original in their approach.

Regular radio broadcasts were made from the exhibition and it was covered by
Czech Television; who have made a newsreel film also for cinema showing, Both
French and East German television were also in attendance. (BBC Please note for
"London 1980").,

The main exhibition included notable International collections in the Court of
Honour and from members of the International Jury together with the invited exhibits
(Hors-Concours).

Heading the displays was a fine selection from the collection of H.M. Queen
Elizabeth II which included a 1d and 2d Post Office Mauritius and Cape Triangular
Issues, together with various essays and proofs of GB stamps of her reign, :

Considerable interest was shown by visitors and long queues evident throughout
‘the exhibition to see the famous and unique British Guyana 1c stamp of 1856 -
the worlds rarest stamp now owned by an American syndicate.

Other exhibits in the Court of Honour included one from Prince Rainier III of
Monaco, and our own John D. Griffiths (Great Britain 1840-1880), John B. Marriott
(Trinidad 1806-1809) and Gary S. Ryan (Hungarian classics.)

British members of the Jury exhibits came from Dr A. Huggins (GB) and George South
(Colombia)., Our FIP (Federation Internationale Philatelique) member Sidney Hands
showed Bolivia,

In the competitive sphere the National Class attracted major collections from
Europe and America with over 350 frames. A further 190 frames (hors-concours)
housed a composite exhibition from 18 collectors - members of the Union of
Czechoslovak Philatelists, which with the help of historic postal documents
showed the development of the Czechoslovak State from the 16th century to the
present day. The development of the postal system was illustrated by letters,
postmarks, when the territory was still part of the Austro-Hungarian empire, then
through the transitional period immediately after the first world war, and the
stamp issues between the wars, concluding with contemporary material.

The main strength in the other compétitive classes was in the European section
with over 1300 frames of fine material from some of the best collections in the
world.

The rest of the world comprised a further 800 frames, whilst there were over 1000
frames of World Postal History. Aerophilatelic entries filled some 650 frames,
whilst the less vopular classes of Postal 8tatioanery, and maximum cards attracted
only 271 and 11 entrants respectively.
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The ever increasing development and popularity of Thematic collecting was
evidenced by a total of 1250 frames, containing an extremely wide concept of
subjects and themes with some very original approaches to already popular themes.

Notably amongst the Eastern European exhibits were a number documenting the path
of struggle, embracing such elements as the fight against fascism and the all too
grim remainder of mails from concentration camps.

The Junior section contained material froam 42 participants with only one from
the UK, The standard of these entries was very good with a high thematic content.

The popularity of collecting among the young in Czechoslovakia was borne out by
the large number of school parties to visit the exhibition.

The Philatelic Literature class comprised some 300 publications of either a
general or specialist nature.

The Czechoslovak Postal Museum had its own major contribution to the main
exhibition with a fully representative collection of the stamp issues from 1918,
together with many historic documents and postal equipment. A special section

was devoted to the designers and engravers with examples of their original artwork.

In all over 1500 exhibitors from 140 countries coatributed to what has been
described as the largest yet ever International Exhibition covering an area of
27000 sguare metres. The attendance topped 200,000 with the 100,000 mark being
reached by the L4th day.

In an adjacent building a small daily bourse was run by the local collectors, and
was well suvnported by the visitors.

The theme of the Exhibition at the Riding School of Prague Castle was "Art and the
Stamp," organised in co-operation of the National Galleries of Prague and
Bratislava it brought together a goodly number of the original art treasures from
the state museums as depicted on the regular art series of stamps. The art work
of the designers and original dies of the engravers and progressive prints up to
final issued stamp were displayed. This exhibitioa provided a unique opportunity
of comparing the stamps with the original "objet d'art" and the results attained
can only be described as superb.

The famous Titian painting "Appollo punishing Marsius" also on view, was the
subject of a two stamp miniature sheet issued oa the Wednesday of the exhibition.
The interpretation of the detail of this painting by the engraver Joseph Her¥ik
is in itself a work of art. Although organised to coincide with "PRAGA 78" this
exhibition is to remain open for some time for the benefit of visitors to Prague
Castle.

The U Hybernu Palace Exhibition coasisted of displays from leading International
Postal Museums and Postal Administration World wide, the first time that such an
invitation has been extended for a Czech International.

The Czech Postal Museum contributed a coverage of the last 30 years stamps with
many examples of original art work.

Our own National Postal Museum provided an exhibit with designs, suggestions and
vrintings of the world's first adhesive stamp (postage) - the 1d Black. Modern
artists designs, seldom seen on display, unadopted essays of modern GB
commemmoratives supplemented this section, as did a show case of some early P.O.
archives and original hand stamps,

Crown Agents provided a good cross section of more recent Commoawealth issues.

Other countries provided a wide coverage of the world's stamps, postal history,
proofs and essays including many varieties,

As part of this exhibition, visitors were able to see documents pertaining to

the joint Russian-Czechoslovak space flight which took place in March this year.
The exhibits included the space suit of the first Czech cosmonaut and two letters
from the space ship; one addressed to "PRAGA 78" the other to the Prague Postal
Museum. Both items carry two rather indistinct postmarks. At a Press conference

IR
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after returning to earth, the cosmonaut explained the difficulty in handling
small objects such as stamps and a canceller in a state of weightlessness. The
instructions to the cosmonauts for handling a "space post" were also displayed

as were the designs for special stamps and miniature sheets to be issued in March
1979 - the first anniversary of the joint venture.

The Palmeres Banquet was held on Saturday 16th September following an earlier
press conference announcing the various awards. The following members of the
Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of GB gained awards:-

Topping the list is Gary S. Ryan with a large Gold, 4 Gold and a Vermeil for
various sections of his Hungarian collection,

Henry Hahn Gold - Czechoslovakia 1918-1939

Kay Goodman Silver - Czechoslovakia 1918-1939

Reg Hounsell Silver - Czechoslovak Airmails 1920-1940

John Whiteside Silver - Czechoslovak Airmails 1920-193%9

Gerald van Zenten Bronze-silver - Postal History of Czechoslovakia 1839-1946
Jane Sterba Bronze - Thematic exhibit 'Lions International!

Yvoane King Bronze - Study of the Hradcany Issue

"The Czechoslovak Specialist" the journal of the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society
of America gained a Bronze silver in the literature class.

Paul Jensen was a trainee judge and exhibited Postal History of Czechoslovakia
1547-1850 and Cash Franking 1918-1920 in the Hors Concours.

A PERSONAL VIEW by Lindy James

This was my first visit to an International Stamp Exhibition and an unforgetable
experience, The most outstanding memories are not only of the quantity and quality
of stamps and philatelic material on show but of more ordinary things such as
peovle queuing, the smell of charcoal roasted sausages and baroque music at the
exhibition,

My first day on Saturday 9 September began with a crowded tram ride through part
of Prague to the Julius Fudik Park which was the site of the exhibition. As we
arrived at the Park I was amazed at the crowds milling around and queuing for
entrance tickets then lining up to go through the gates. Beyond the gates was a
large cobbled square with the main exhibition hall the Sjezdovy Palace facing us.
This was an imposing building with a gilt roof and clock tower. On the other two
sides oi the square were small flower beds and large hoardings devicting the
various themes and cancellations for each day. Another queue snaked away from the
Sjezdovy Palace where the main attraction was the British Guyana 1c of 1856, part
of H.M. Queen Elizabeth II's collection and of Prince Rainier of Monaco.

Our objective was the BrusselsPavilion where the Post Office did business. Outside
the Pavilion were two small queues - one for the Post Office (which we joiued) amd
one for the Pofis counter where the three coveted catalogues, together with the
Miniature sheets, were sometimes on sale! The Post Office queue became our daily
way of life - and we often met the same people each day! As we waited each day

to obtain the cancellations on cards and letters and buy stamps, we were enter-:
tained by music over the loudspeakers. I found this very pleasant - mostly baroque
music - but the recording was always the same one.

Once each day - both mornings and afternoons the comradely coaversation of the
queue would stop whilst the spectacle of the yellow and black Post Coach, driven
by four wnhite horses clattered down the avenue with a postillian blowing a fan-
fare on a horn., I never saw any mail being emptied or loaded on the coach,
although visitors c¢id alight or drive off on occasions. Although we spent part of
each day queue-based we did take it in turns to visit one of the exhibitioa halls.

Time and tiredness were the enemies against seeing every exhibit thoroughly - my
favourite places were the thematic exhibits and the two exhibits depicting the
artwork of the early stamps of the first Republic of Czechoslovakia.





































