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NEXT MEETING

As we informed you in our February News - Letter, th
next meeting of the Society will be held on:-

SATURDAY, 15th MAY, 1976

at the home of Mrs.K,Goodman, "Ingledene", 5,0akwood Road
Highcliffe, Christchurch, Dorset.

This is in pursuance of our recently introduced polic
of holding meetings in Members' homes and, where practic
able, in various parts of the country.

Mrs. Goodman has very kindly offered to provide
buffet lunch to members attending and it is suggested tha
we assemble at Mrs. Goocdman's house between 12,30 & 1 p.m

Travelling Directions:

BY ROAD: From London drive on the M.3, then carry o
following "Southampton' sign until you come to the new by
pass, M.27, go on this and come off the Lyndhurst sign an
proceed to Lyndhurst. From Lyndhurst take the Christchurc
Bournemouth Road about 9 miles on the right-hand side pas
& Publiic ilouse named "Cat and Fiddle", immediately afterward
turn left to Hinton Admiral Station, over the Railway DBridg
second turning on the left is Holmhurst Avenue, immediatel
sharp left into Oakwood Road, and No.5 is the third house

BY 'RAIL: Trains depart from Waterloo Station at 4
minutes past each hour, Book to New Milton Station. Th
journey takes approximately 2 hours, therefore, it 1

suggested that any Members travelling by train take th
10,46 arriving at New Milton at 12,40, Cars will be waitin
at the Station to meet Members.

For the return journey, trains leave New Milton a
11 minutes past each hour.



As previously advised, there will be two phil-
atelic subjects at this meeting; (a) Postage Dues,
(b) The Prague Philatelic Exhibitions. Please bring
along to this meeting any material on these subjects.
Will any Member intending to attend this meeting and
who has not yet returned the tear-off slip attached to
the February News-Letter PLEASE advise the Secretary
by return so that Mrs.Goodman can be advised of precise
numbers for which to cater.

Would you please also make a note in your diaries
that the meeting following the one above will be held
on Saturday, 17th July, 1976. It had been intended to
hold this meeting in the Midlands however, there was
insufficient response from Members to warrany this; it
has therefore been decided to retain the meeting in
the London area and it will be held at the home of one
of our Secretaries, Mr, R, Kingsley, 6, Fenn Close,
Bromley, Kent, You will be further advised of the
Philatelic subject to be discussed at this meeting.

The Editor regrets that owing to a bout of flu and
pressure of work both at home and at the Office it was
not possible to issue this edition of the Bulletin
during March. However, unforseen circumstances
excepted the next issue No.6 will be circulated some-
time in June.,



National Anthem Sheets and Their Forgeries

On 21st December 1934 the first issue of Czechoslovak
miniature sheets appeared, The music and words of the
Crech Notional Anthem were incorporated into the frame
desien surrounding fifteen stamps to a drawing bearing
the same title as the anthem "Kde Domov Muj".

Printed from flat plates on ungummed thick white
carton paper and perforated 137 in two values 1K Claret
and 2K Blue, each complete in an individual folder and
available only in Prague.

Alwavs extremely popular the catalogue value advanced
in accord with demand some ten times pre-war and almost
80 times to the present time, of the original 1934 valu-
ation,

This type of demand and value must always attract
the unscrupulous, but forgeries were not apparent until
immediately after the close of the second world war. A
number of factors in connection with the forgeries appear-
ing at this time and various aspects of the design lead
students to believe that the frame dies of the original
issue being of no postal value were not destroyed along
with those of the actual stamp but retained to fall inte
unauthorised hands during the unsettled times at the close
of hositilities.,

This view is taken by virtue of the fact that no
apparent differences have been located in the frame design
other than slight variations in colour and the application
of ink in their printing.,.

The fifteen stamps themselves however have amulti-
tude of differences and even if one is unable to compare
original and forged sheets side by side the following
information should enable the locating of the various
facets which identify the forgeries,



National Anthem Sheets (Contd,)

Perforations:

Colour
Printing:

Measurement:

PaEer:

Frintine:

Guide Marks:

Whilst the perforations of the originals
show distinct variations in alignment the
forgeries are very accentuated, and rather
too much out of line at times, Also the
perforations themselves are smaller in size,

In the genuine the colour of the 1K in both
the music and stamps are the same, whereas
the music in the forgeries is printed in a
darker shade than the stamps. :

With the 2K however, almost the reverse is
the case. The genuine music appears in a
deeper blue than the stamps, whilst in the
forgeries the overall colour is well matched.

Being printed on carton paper considerable
wetting of the paper was necessary causing
gross shrinkages in both the originals and
the forgeries rendering measurement as a
means of detection very inaccurate,

As stated the originals were printed on
white carton paper perforated approximately
13%, whereas forgeries appear on thick
slightly tinted wove paper with a certain
parchment appearance.

The indentations (recesses) of the engraved
music shows on the reverse of the originals
but not on the forgeries,

It is felt however, that the surest check
one can have without any reference to other
sheets for comparison are the guide markings
or lack of them. The originals have these
guide markings which whilst not appearing on
every stamp occur frequently and clearly
throughout the sheets in five positions.
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